Sons of l.iberlv 


Radical Groups 
Being Watched 


PHOENIX (AP)-The Mln- 
utemen and Secret Army Or¬ 
ganization are relatively dor¬ 
mant as a right-wing para¬ 
military group in Arizona, fed¬ 
eral agents say, but far less is 
known about the relatively new 
Sons of Llbertv. 

Spokesmen for the Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms Divi¬ 
sion, Federal Bureau of InvestU 
gation and Internal Revenue 
Service say the three groups 
are among radical organ¬ 
izations that pose a threat to 
the government, and therefore 
are under surveillance. 

The government agents said 
they rely on informants and in¬ 
tercepted pamphlets for infor¬ 
mation about paramilitary op¬ 
erations. There is no specific 
Information about membership, 
but agents believe it to be 
"small.” 

Agents would disclose no 
names of persons they may 
have identified as members of 
the groups. 

"They’re gun enthusiastss 
and every time I meet up with 
one I discover he likes to 
hunt,” an agent said in describ¬ 
ing a typical member. “He likes 
guns and that factor prompts 
him to gravitate to these 
people.” 

The Secret Army Organ¬ 
ization and Minutemen contend 
that a "Communist-Socialist 
clique” already controls the 
government. Sons of Liberty, 
agents said, believe tax money 
is being used to finance social¬ 
ism, and pave the way for a 
Communist takeover. 

Sons of Liberty is new, and 
agents say they have little in¬ 
formation about its organ¬ 
ization. Most members are 
thought by Investigators to re¬ 
side in the Mesa and Apache 
Junction area. 

Agents said some members 
are under investigation because 
of their views about nonpay¬ 
ment of Income tax. 

‘‘There are Minuteman 
people in the state,” an agent 
said, "but they’re not organ¬ 
ized.” The oldest of the far- 
right underground groups is 
considered by the government 
to be dormant since its national 
leader, Robert B. DePugh, was 
arrested in New Mexico in 1968 
and imprisoned for conspiracy 
to rob a bank. 

The apparent disorganization 
of the Minutemen, an agent 
said, has prompted the one year 
old Secret Army Organization 
to recruit among Minutemen in 
Arizona, California, Utah, Ne¬ 
vada, Idaho, Oregon and Colo¬ 
rado. 

The government said the 
Secret Army Organization may 
lapse into the same kind of dor¬ 
mancy as the Minutemen, with 
the recent roundup of alleged 
leader Jerry Lynn Davis, 30, of 
San Diego, on a charge of re. 
ceiving stolen weapons and poS' 


session of explosives, and three 
other persons considered to be 
key operatives. 

Activities of the organ¬ 
izations, agents said, include 
distribution of pamphlets and 
flyers attacking government 
figures and developing guerrilla 
forces and tactics at clandes¬ 
tine meetings. 

A recent Minuteman flyer, an 
agent said, says members will 
execute border drug runners. 
The Minutemen claim to have 
executed a Mexican national, 
the agent said, but the U.S. 
Border Patrol could find no 
body. 

Arizona "has much less para¬ 
military activity than several 
other parts of the country.” 
agents said. 







